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hris teans s also impressive, and will increase with the con-
tinuing publication of iheir results,
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A PREHISTORY OF SARDINIA, 2300-000 B by Gary
5. Webster. (Monograpbs in Mediterrancan Ar-
chacology 53 Pp. 224 figs. 31, tables 10. Shetfield
Academic Press, Sheflield 19496, $60. ISBN -
850755086,

Oar understading of Sardinian prehisiory has been
greathy transformed over the kst 20 vears. Iimensified e
search has extended the evidence for the carliest occupa-
tion of the istand back 1o the Upper Paiacolithic, and pro-
vided definition o the subsequent Neolithic through lron
Age sequence. [t has become clear that Sardinia partice
pated in extensive interaction petworks dusing the Nea-
tithic period (obsidiang, as well as the Copper {beakers)
and Bronze Ages Goetals, ceramies). Significany contribu:
tions lave come from toreign archacologists, incuding Web-
ster and s colleagues at Duos Nuwvaghes and other sites
i the Margihnne vegion, This voluime s the fust since G
Lilliu's La ciwilta del savdi dal paleolitico all vta dei nwraghy (Loy
ino 1988) o svisthesize and erpret the evidence for the
origins and development of the Bronze Age Nuragae cul-
tare, well knows for its C\'(‘I()pcmi stome iowers (nuraght)
and votive bronze figurines. With this work, Webster at-
tempts 1o provide a basis for further hypothesistesting
te Sardinia, and for comparanve studies of emerging so-
cial stratibcation elsewhere o the Meditermanean.

The volume is divided into cighi chapiers, plus an ags
pendix, bibliography, and indices of geographical names
and antlrors, Inihe imroduciion, Webster discusses both
theorvetical and methodological approaches 1o studving
Sardinian prehistory and rightiy notes ihat the vast magor
iy of work in Sardinia has been directed toward the con-
struction of regional cultare histors, vather than the svs

tematic study of ancient lifewayvs or processual aspects of

devetopment and change. B addition. imost previous elfosts
have bheen biased by theis traditional focus on individual
and often complex sites rather than on ivpical nuraghi
iowers and regional serilement patterns. Websier employvs
a fairly standard processual anthropological approach in
his attempt io define and explain settlement patterns and
soviopolitical erganization in Nuragic secieiies,
Chapter 2 presents the islands geographic and coolog:
ical seating and thus seis the grouscbwork for smuch of the
iterpretation 1o follow. Webster cmphasizes the variable
velationship between topography, hvdrography, climate.
soils, flori and Lo, and regienal patierns of culiaral
adapiations. For Savdinma, be adentifies three principai
socioenvironnental zones, cach with theiy own agropas-
soral potentiab and proximity o mineral resourees: jowland
pians, middle uplands, and interior mountains, Accord

ing o Webster, it is within the environmenial constraints
of the middle upland regions that alternate tendencies
toward social fission or tusion resule 10 Nuragic socio-
political developncnt.

Chapter 3 briefly outhines the archaeological evideoce
for the pre-Nuragic peviods, breezing through the Palaco
litghic, Mesobithic, Neojitlne, anrd Chaleolithic i eighi pages
of text. This chapter sununarizes the evideace tor early
settlement and cultural adaptations in Sardinia. and ar-
gues that gencral population increases, competition over
agricultaral lands, and the diffusion of the secondan
products complex led o the development of chicfdom like
social sivafication by the end of the Chaleolithic.

The nest four chapiers treat the Early Bronze through
Fron Ages. Chronological divisions of the Nuragic period
have raditionally been based on archiiectural develop-
menis {corridor nuraghic classic nuraghic complex nuraghe
settdements) which do aot necessanty coincide withr changes
in ceraic sivles, The divisions beiween Chaleolishic, EBAL
and MBA are even more arbitrary since finds of copper
are rare and few artifacts are demonstably bronzse alloys.

[n his Nuragic T or Proto-Nuoragic period (FBA 23400
1300 BL), Webster sees o reducnion i social and orga-
nizanonal complexity, with abundonmzent of civico-ritual
sttes and fortified setdlements, and a reduction i exira
inrsulbar trade. He follows Tramp in describing hoih the Cao
rona Moliana and Sa Turricula facies of Bonnanaro ceram-
s as contemporary in the second half of the EBAL the
latter associated with both proto-nuraghs and carly tholos
nuraghi. The eavtiesi veliable radiocarbon dates for clas-
sie or proto-nuraghi cluster around 1600 B (calibrated),
however inferring that the EBA-MBA transition is approx-
imaielyv iwo cenmries Baer thas Websier suggests, Fasther-
more. the protonuraghi i pically focated i middle upland
regions, are betier teierred toas corridor or gallery nuvaghi,
without the implicasion of chironslogical or developmental
priovity over the classic thelas nuraghi, althongh the lat-
ter do become muach more coammon in the MBA

During Websier's Nuvagic I period (MBA, 1800-1300
3.0, he argues that linle changed in werms of sociopolie-
icat organization in Sardinia. Neveriheless, population in-
creased dramaticalbv most of the classic nuraghi were cose
strucicd. amed Acgean poitery and metal fost amrived on
the wsiand, Nuraghi are thought to hove sesrved as fortitied
auclear tamily farmsteads, providing securiey agaissi en-
demic internecine conthicts, and efien occar in regional
clusters of up to 60 nuraghe-seirtements.

Nuragic BHLBA, 1300-904 B is considered the ngh-
point of Nuragic civilization, witho many nuraghi enfarged
and surrounded by substanuiab vitlages, Extrainsular trade
resufied in the prestige exchange of imporied metals and
cerarics Gand jocal copies of the cermics)y, Notably, Sar-
dintan pottery lus been ideniified in Lipasi and Crete,
Wehsier argues thatitis oply in this period thai chictdom-
fevel societies reemerged. as indicated by a thieediered
hierarchy of nuraghescitlenrents, new burial praciices, the
appearance of romnorivary rituad sties finegaron remples,
sacred wells), and the intensibieation of metathurgical ac
ivity. Curiously, discussion of the LBA metal workshop
excavaied at Nuraghe Sante Barhara is placed in the fol-
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lowing chapter on the Tron Age. Websier explicithy uses
the ethnographic analogy of African kraal seitlements o
muodel sociocconomic and status relations within and be-
tween houscholds. However, while iheve are imporiang
poeints of compasison, the range of variation in ecanomic
and sociat ssstems that exisis among kraal seudements s
aot ostublished. nor is i clear whether similar ssstems are
assoctated with other setillement tvpes.

Profound chunges continue to occur during the Nuragic
IV perioad (Jron Age, 906-500 BC). These inchede the ap-
prarace of religious centers or sanctuaries, the establishe
ment of Phoeniciin colonies on ihe iskand, and further
miensification of mewalturgical prodaction and interna.
tional rade. Websier argues that real siratification of
Nuragic societies developed as a vesubt of differential comn-
ol over vesourees and labor and access o trade goods
trom Phoenicia, Cyprus, Greeee, Sacily, and Fouria The
existence of wwaryior elite is supporied by individual bari
abs. the iconograply of the votive bronzes, the unique over-
bHle-size statues from Montd Prama, and the massive circuil
witkls, wells, and cisterns added at manmy Nuvagice sites, OF
great interest is the relationship between indigenous Sarvds
and eolanists Websicer suggests thai “Ovientaiized cubture”
became the new standard of prestige tor miive populations,

A briet conclusion sunimarizes Websters model for the
cinergence 1 Sardinga of stratified societies based on “a
patrilineal. patrilocal, polvgynous social orgaaization and
rule warriororiented oligarchic political ovganizaiion”
€2003). Relegared 1o an appendix is a detatled discussion
of the well-konown votive figurines, ov frenzetth, The 10-page
bibiiography (with references through 1993y is suibiciens,
but by po mcans comprehensive. More disappointing is
the poor sefection of illustrations. Only 3 of 8 are photo-
graphs (s Black and white), and the maps are hut simple
ouiines of ihe ishad, There s nothing o Hhustrae the
topography or ecological zomes that are fundamenmal to
Websters model, or give more than the ptan of the nuraghi
and then villages, the gianes ombs, sanctsnies, and the
sacred wells. The reader is also occasionalbyv distracied by
tvpographical and other errors,

A Prebistory of Savdivde is well ovganized, with cach chap-
wr including sections on chronology, setiiement. iechno-
economy, rinl. and sociopolitical organization: in cach,
a handful of scibement, ritwal, and burial sites ave de-
scribed in detail, vesulting in an accessible overview of
Nuragic socieny that should appeal (o bath student and
prolessional. Some mav find Webster's processual macded of
social developsneni oo dependent on debatable ecological?
ervitennnental constraints, and his combmation of ethno-
graphic amadogy and social theory oo ercative for the avail-
able archacological data. However, such approaches 1o
understanding and explaining the development of sociai
complexitny are very much needed for the Mediiesranean,
asnd Webster has laid the groundwerk {or the formdaiion
of altermative hypotheses and thelr esting with exisiing
and futwre data, This volume is well worth the price and
is o nust-have for those interested in the Bronze Age
Mediterranean.
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VELIRA GRUDA LT GFLGRABER DES FRETEN 3. Jann
PAUSENDS V. CHROIM ADRAGERIED VELIEA GRUDA,
Mara Grena vxniur Koxvexr, by Margarita Pri-
ms. (Universitatsforschungen zur prihistorisch:
en Archiologie 32) Pyoxi + 1935, figs. 94, plans
Somaps 12, tables 30 Rudoli Habelt, Bonn 1996,
ISBN 3.7719.2667-0,

VELIRA GRUDA L PHE BRONZEZEITLICHE NERROPOLE
VELIRA GRUDA {Ors. KoToR, MONTENEGROY: FUND-
GRUPPEN DER MEPTTLEREN UND SPATEN BRONZEZEFT
AWISCHEN ADRIA ©ND Doxav, by Philippe Della
Casa, (Universititstorschungen zur prihisto-
rischen Arcluiologie 33.) Pp. xi + 206, figs. 118,
plans 17, maps 12, tables 22, Rudoll Habelt,
Boan 1996, ISBN 3.7719-2663-8.

The vwo volumes under consideration preseni in im-
pressive detail the resulis of the excavation ot a prehistoric
fumulis, Velika Gruda, in the Kator region of Momene-
uro onihe souil Dalmatian coast of the eastern Adviatic,
by o e from Zurich Universiiv, Volume 1 thenceforth
VA D by Margarita Prineas, preseuts the Copper Age pluse
of the burial mound, while voline 1HVR THL In Plilippe
Della Casa, the Bronze Age phase cand msignificant bron
Age and medicval reuse),

Velika Gruda Clarge bation™ Hes ooy 270 m from a sins-
iy tainulus, Mala Grada Chitde buion™), both inihe ter
tile cogstal plain of Tavat beside the Bay of Kotor, Primas.
i VA L necessarily ireass both mounnds together (Mala
was dug less seieniifieally by local archacologisis) i her
publication of the Copper Age phase, since Malin shows
close paraltels iniis soleh Copper Age burial io ihe equiy-
aleni phase at Velika, Primas adimits o0 a fundamental
difhiculiv in the interpretaiion of the excavated moank,
that of the inadequate developmeni of kater prehistoric
vescarch in the casiers Adviatic fa view echoed by Della
Casain VA H). Despiie the admivable techoical skill shown
i the excavation ot Velika Graweda, and rhe remarkable range
of specialistinabyses brought 1o bear on the finds (soil aaly-
sis, palviology, metal analysis, and physical i hropology
for the numereus buriads), a deeper understanding ol the
sociely that was responsible tor the Copper Age single buri-
als at the Velika and Mala mounds venrains unachievable
given the present liited knowledyge of hoth the Kator re-
gion and other adjacent parts of Dalnatia daring shis
period Matters are only slightlv betier for Della Casa, deal-
ing with the collective burial clusters within the Bronge
Age phasein VA LL where the greater prominence of mon-
wents in the contemporary bavdseape (fortified hibl sites,
stone funali) and arguably o significan populiation rise
aHow some less speculative hypotheses coneerning settle-
ment neiworks and sociopolitical aniegements than the
rather tanciful “floating” ideas o which Prinnis resorts in
placing the rich single-burial graves of the two tunti into
their conteamporary regional and extraregional copiext,

Primas, in VA 1, nonctheless brings ont the distinoive
character ol the Copper Age vitess adubt males winh wealihy
grave goads of gold. silver, and copper allovs, The metal
artifacts must he exotic, and show “nternational” typotoy;



