FINAL EXAMINATION

HIS 4900 Special Topics
Onassis Mini-Course (12-16 November 2012)

Instructions:  Answer two of the following questions making reference to as many of the lectures that were presented by Prof. Raaflaub as you can.  Limit your answers to two typed pages per question (you can, of course, write less), double spaced, 12 point font (Times Roman).  Send your answers to me (murray@usf.edu) in Word 2003, 2007 or 2010 format, or as a PDF file.  
Deadline: Sunday 11/25/12 at 12 noon.
Question 1: Why did Herodotus and Thucydides write their histories about great wars, and what does this tell us about the role of war in ancient societies? 

Question 2: Prof. Raaflaub described ancient war in the context of “spectacle.”  What did he mean by this?  What was his evidence for making this distinction?  
Question 3: What were some of the factors that encourage a discourse about peace and in what periods (and why then?) did such discourses reach their peak?  

Question 4: Herodotus and Thucydides wrote the first complex prose histories.  What prompted them to do so, what challenges were they facing, and how did they overcome these challenges?

Question 5: If Herodotus or Thucydides had inserted a utopian story into their works, what themes might they have emphasized?  Sketch such a story in a few sentences.  
